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HE Reader is deſir'd to take Notice, 

that in the Marginal References, C, 
ſtands for the Character, L, for my firſt Let- 
ter, and P, for the Additional Preface. 
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Reverend Sir, 


DON'T know whether I 
ought to take Notice of your 
Additional Preface at this 
Time, or defer it till Au- 
tumn, as your Ingenious Friend expects I 
ſhall, becauſe I fear you are not at pre- 
ſent in a Temper to attend to theſe Mat- 
ters: I own, the Uneaſineſs my Letter 
gave you, may very well account for a 
little Warmth; but if you had conſider d, 
That an intemperate Heat in Argument 
not only puts a Writer from his Byaſs, 
but betrays a Weakneſs either in the Ad- 
vocate or his Cauſe, you would not have 
been tranſported to thoſe Expreſſions of 
Anger of which your Preface is fo full. 

As Iam not conſcious, that either my 
Cauſe, or Behaviour towards you, de- 


” Þ WS ſerve 


1 2. 


64) 


ſerve the Treatment you give me, I can- 


not but take it unkindly at your Hands: 
Tho' indeed, if I had written merely to 
expoſe you, I could mat have been entire- 
ly eaſy under your Reſentments; be- 
cauſe I have learnt that offenſive and 
reproachful Language in a Diſputant, is 
a certain Sign of a gall'd or a jaded 
Spirit. 

I FEIN o you are diſturb'd that I have 
Printed upon you at all; at leaſt, that I 
have not publiſh'd my Name: Now 
tho? I do pretend to gueſs at the reaſon 


of the firſt Complaint, I confeſs, I ſhould 


have been at a loſs for the ſecond, if you 
had not been ſogood as toput me in mind 
of a proper Exerciſe of Epiſcopal Power ; 
which, in my poor Opinion, too much 
reſembles. the Methods our Adverſaries 
the Papiſts have uſually taken with thoſe 
they call Hereticks, and which we of the 
Reformation have with great Juſtice con- 
demn'd; tho? J mult fay, they are ad- 
mirably contriv'd for the Relief of weak 


Heads and ſtrong Paſſions: But how- 


ever you reſent it, I ſhall take the Liberty 
of obſerving upon a few Paſſages of your 
Defence, 


(5) 
Defence, in which I think you have not 

yet clear'd up the Points between us. 4 
You condemn the Practiſe of Ucca- EIS 

ſianal Conformity among the Diſſenters, | 

under a Notion, That their Diſſent is 

founded merely on the ſuppos'd Sinfulneſs 

of the Terms of Communion which our 

Church enjoins; and lay down this gene- 

ral Rule, That if it be ever lawful to com- C. 22. 

municate with the Church, *tis always ſo ; and 

if always lanful, always neceſſary. In an- 

ſwer to this, I ſay, That their Diſſent, ., 32. 

not being grounded merely on the ſup- 

pos'd Sinfulneſs of the Terms of Com- 

munion ; but upon their Denying the 

Church's Right to impoſe any Terms, 

as neceſſary to Communion, not to be 

found in Scripture, their Occaſional Con- 

formity is entirely conſiſtent with their 

ſtated Diſſent, and the Reaſon oa which 

it is built; ſince by the latter they ſuf 

ficiently enter their Proteſt againſt the 

Impoling Power, which they call an 

Incroachment on the Prerogative of 

Cux1sT and the Rights of his Subjects; 

tho? by the former they teſtify their Cha- 

rity for thoſe they believe ſincere, tho? 

miſtaken 
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miſtaken Chriſtians, To this, you re- 


ply, Does Charity oblige em to comply with 
unſcriptural Worſhip, and with an Uſurpa- 


tion of our Sa vIOUR's Right to impoſe 


Terms of Communion? If they will ſometimes 
ſacrifice their Objections againſt the Church to 
Charity, they might always do it for the Sake 
of Peace. And in another Place, you 
condemn Occaſional Communion in thoſe on- 
ly who do it upon Principle, and who coming 
to Church, even with an Opinion that its Mor- 
ſhip is unlawful, becauſe unſcriptural, con- 
demn themſelves. Now, why thoſe who 
act from Principle, have worſe Quarter 
than others, at leaſt, how they are ſelf 
condem'd, wants a little to be explain'd; 
you have, I find, a Genius for ſuch 
Work, and therefore I recommend it to 
you. Beſides, if you had attended to the- 
Diſtinction I laid down between un- 
ſcriptural Worſhip and unſcriptural Im- 
poſition, which made the Foundati- 
on of the Difference between Toral and 
Occaſional Conformity; or if you had 
not forgot your own Diſtinction upon 
the Word Unſcriptural, which you ſay, 
means either that which is contrary to Scrip- 

tare, 


7 

ture, or which is not at all determin'd by it, 
you would not have thought me guilty of 
any Inconſiſtency; or concluded that the 
Occaſional Conformiſt complies with an U- 
ſurpation of our Saviour's Right to im- 
poſe Terms of Communion, or ſacrifices 
his ObjeQions againſt the Church to 
Charity; till you had conſider'd what his 
Objections are, and whether a ſtared Diſ- 
ſent grounded on thoſe Objections, does 
by any means give 'em up. 

Ir any of the Diſſenters think the 
Terms of Communion to be 1n their own 
Nature ſinful, I own with you, they are 
ſelf· condemn'd when they comply with 
em; io for thoſe who think the Impoſi- 
tion ſinful, I acknowledge, they are ſelf 
condemn'd, if they pay Obedience to it ; 
but I deny, that any Perſon who gene- 
rally and ſtatedly worſhips with the Diſ- 
ſenters, can be ſaid to pay Obedience to 
the Impoſition, or to acknowledge the 
Right of Impoſing, by an Inſtance of 0;- 
caſional Conformity; becauſe he does that 
freely, without any maner of Regard to 
the Power which the Church claims : 
Since if he did communicate with the 

Church 
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(3) 
Church in Obedience to her Commands, 
he would always do it; for *tis total 
Conformity the Church requires, 

You very well know that an honeſt 
Man may, upon proper Motives, do aft 
Action which he would never be brought 
to if he ſaw it tended to a Publick In- 
convenience, or even to Prejudice his 
own Right for the future. As for In- 
ſtance, thete are Matters in Diſpute be- 
tween you and your Neighbour, a Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace tenders his good Office 
to compoſe em; you out of a Love of 
Peace and from the Reſpect you bear the 
Gentleman, ſubmit all Matters to his 


Arbitration: But if he had ſent his 


Warrant for you, and ſo had claim'd a 
Right by Virtue of his Commiſſion, to 
have forc'd you to that Submiſſion, you 
would have return'd him a Defiance; 
becauſe in this Caſe your Liberty is in- 
vaded in arf Inſtance that may have ill 
Conſequence if ſubmitted to. This ſhews 
the Difference between a voluntary 
Compliance, as Occaſional Communion 
is, and that which is made to an illegal 
Claim of Power, which the Diſſenters 

think, 


(9) 


think, is the Caſe of total Conformity. 
We Clergymen underſtand this Way of 
arguing pretty well, when we go into 
the ſpiritual Court for Tythes or Offer- 
ings ; you know, Brother, it would not 
be ſo decent to be perpetually wrangling 
with our Pariſhoners; had we not bet- 
ter ſacrifice ſmall Things to Peace ? Yes; 


but when the Rights of the Church or 


our Succelſubls are in Diſpute, an expen- 
ſive Law-Suit is but laudable Zeal. _ 

As to the Communion between the 
Anabaptiſts and Presbyterians, which is 
condemn'd in your Character and Preface, 
upon Account of the Diſpute concern- 
ing Infant-Baptiſm, which you fancy 
makes em Hereticks, with, reſpect to each 
other; I fay that if they do not look on 
each other as ſuch, as I dare ſay they 
do not, you mult not be diſpleas'd if they 
ſhould not regard your Reaſoning, ſince 
It is founded on a Principle they deny : 
Beſides, if we ſhould grant that Suppo- 
ſition, you know it has been lately ſaid, 
that the Orthodox ſometimes worſhip'd 
with the Arians; nay, a very good Friend 


of our's would fain perſuade the Mon- 
B Iuarors 


(10) 


| jurors to worſhip with the Church, tho? 
upon their Suppoſition ſome of her Pray- 

| ers are immoral. Perhaps when you 
have a little better conſider'd how our 
old Plea of Numbers may be turn'd a- | 
gainſt us, ſhould the Arians and Jaco- 
if bites leave us, as upon your Principles 
iþ they are oblig'd to do, you will be of 
1 another Mind. 
if c. xix Howevex if, as you 
* tion between Chriſtians is juſtiſible unleſs the | 
lt Terms of Communion be ſinful, you ſhould | 

| 
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no Separa- 


at leaſt have prov'd that thoſe Sets do 

on both Sides require ſuch Terms as the | 

i bother think ſo, and not have inſtanc'd | 

. in a Matter which is no Term of Com- | 

| | munion between them. ; 

f P.8.9. Page 8, and 9. You talk of a Cloak, 

; a Band, an Hour-glaſſ, and anſcrip- | 
tural Confinement , in ſuch a Strain as | 

| really gives one ſome melancholy Appre- 

henſions about you; I have known ma- 


5 ny a brisk Author ſet out in Controver- 
| ſy much ar the rate you do: But Mark 
| the End; their Adverſaries happening to 

be Men who could not be ſneer*d out of 
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their Principles,they quickly wrote them- 
ſelves 


(11) 
ſelves out, as, I find, your Second begins P. 28. 
to ſuſpe& you have already done. 

Pag. 10. You fall upon a Piece of P. 10. 
wretched Reaſoning, and ſpend above five 
Pages to confute it: In my Letter, I 
take Notice of the Powers you aſcribe 
to the parochial Miniſters, which I then 
thought (and indeed am till of the ſame 
Opinion) favour too much of the Pre- 
tence to indiſputable Authority. In an- 
ſwer to what J there ſay, you are willing ö 
I find, to perſuade your Readers, That the p. 10, 11. 
honeſt Diſſenter is only calPd apon to Commu- *5- 
nicate his Scruples to his Pariſh Miniſter, to 
hearken to his Advice with an honeſt Diſpo- 
ſition and due Attention, and to have his 
Approbation of the Methods he took to make 
himſelf eaſy, and alſo of his ſeparating 
till better ſatisfyd, Now ſuppoſing this 
was all your intended, will not this Rea- 
ſoning hold in Spain as well as here? 

And can no honeſt Man who has con- 
ſulted the Writers of the Reformation, 
lea ve the popiſh Church till the Pariſh 
Prieſt approves the Methods he took to 
make himſelf eaſy, and alſo his ſepara- 
ting till better ſatisfy'd ? Pm apt to think 
B 2 we 
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we ſhould make but few Converts in 
popiſh Countries, eſpecially where the 

Inquiſition prevails, if all People thought 
themſelves oblig'd to lay their Scruples 
relating to Church-Communion, before 
rheir Pariſh Prieſt, Nay, ſhall no honeſt 
Man who has taken your Advice, and 
conſulted thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, and 
Teſtimonies of Antiquity, which are 
made uſe of to eſtabliſh the Neceſſity 
of the Epiſcopal Order, join with our 
Friends in Scotland, till the Pariſh Mi- 
niſter gives his Conſent. 

Bu x let us ſee whether you have not 
gone beyond this, and if it ſhould appear, 
that you have made the Pariſh Miniſter 
the laſt Reſort in Matters of Difficulty, 
and the only Judge in religious Diſputes, 
I believe you muſt fit down under the 
Charge of Popery ; tho” indeed, Pm afraid 
that Imputation is not ſo frightful to you, 
as it was to our Fathers of the Reforma- 
tion; becauſe I find you more than once 
diſposd to make yourſelf merry with 

= that ſerviceable Word. 
; I WiLr not go back to your Character 


and diſpute with you ; but leave our Rea- 
ders 


4 24 


— —— — — — 
_ — 5 2 
+= 1 2 
— 3 * — 8 — — m 4 


"= 


— 
W oO 


— RS OY 


— 


"2-2-0 .-- 
- —— — ww i- 


PL 


— — —— > — — 
rr II nn Dn 
— K 


—— — —_— 
— - — — 
r 


2 
— k * — 
_— „2K © 


—— — — W * 
5 rr reer 
- SC 5-4: ASSL. An WA 9 
** — —ů — 


61370 


ders to judge, Whether your aſſerting, 
That every Man ſubmits himſelf and his Con- 
ſeience to the Direction of the Paſtor of the 
Congregation of which he is a Member; your 
calling the Pariſh Miniſter the Guide and 
Director of the Souls of his People, and the 
proper Judge of the Cauſe of Separation, does 
not juſtify my Charge upon you? I ſay, 
I will not diſpute this now, becauſe in 
your Preface, even where you are upon 
your Defence, and ſpeaking with ſome 
Caution, the favourite Principle, which 
our Adverſaries will be apt to call the 
Luſt of Power, but too plainly appears, 
in this Caſe, you ſay, He who ſhould lay 
ſuch Scruples before me, as myſelf or others 
he ſhould conſult, could not remove, ſhould 
have my Approbation of the Methods he took 
to make himſelf eaſy, and alſo of his ſepara- 
ting till better ſatisfy'd. Which is all that 
can poſſibly mean by Approbation in p. 17. of 
my Character. Now in the Place to 


DDr 


which you refer, you ſay, And yet is it c. ig. 


poſſible to conceive that in a Chriſtian Church, 
to which a Miniſtry is abſolutely eſſential, any 
Man ſhould be ſo far his own Guide and Di- 


rector, as in ſpiritual Matters of the higheſt 
Concern 


—— SE Pea 


— * \* 7 EM . * — — 
— 2 * * | << > _ - . I = by * — x 8. 
K ———ů ——— . — 2 . . 
r 9 2 2 — - — " : , a l 
- - = - — * = — — - C4 * . * — W „ 


. = 


——— —_ 


— — —— Y 
_—— _ — — 


— = x a 2 
— = 


— —- — 
—— — — 


2 
— — 


— —„V 
— ” — — 


(14) 


Concern and Importance to determine himſelf 


without the Knowledge, Advice, and Appro- 
bation of his ſpiritual Guide ? So that, how- 
ever we differ in our Notions of the 
Word, noPariſhoner of yours is to deter- 
mine himſelf in ſpiritual Matters, or to 
leave the Church, till he can do it with 


your Approbation. You offer, I confeſs, 


very fairly, That if you or others, can't 
remove his Scruples, he ſhall have your 
Conſent to ſeparate; which, as kind 


as it may ſeem, is granting juſt no- 


thing at all: For, beſides that you oblige 
him to ſtay, with all his Scruples about 
him, for a Licence which you may give 
or not, as you pleaſe; you in this Caſe 
either make your own Reaſon the Stan- 
dard of Truth, and the Rule your Neigh- 
bour is to walk by, or take upon you to 
judge of the Sincerity of his Heart ; if by 
removing Scruples, you mean, that the 
Man ſhall be convinc'd, that being a 
Thing entirely out of your Reach to de- 
termine, your Approbation muſt be al. 
ways ſuſpended : But if you mean, that 
in caſe you do not offer Arguments 
ſufficient to do the Work, (as from 


the 
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the Air of your Defence I am apt to think 
you do) he ſhall have your Approbation 
in ſeparating ; What is this but making 
your own Reaſon the Meaſure of his 
Conviction ? which is what I meant, 
when I talk'd of Ifalibility. But fince I 
find that Word offends, I ſhall for the fu- 
ture uſe indiſputable Authority ; tho? I 
believe you will be no great Gainer by 
the Change; becauſe in this Caſe, the 
latter implies a greater Abſurdity than 
the former; ſince whatever may be ſaid 
for an infallible Guide, a fallible one has 
no ſort of Pretence to the blind Submiſ- 
ſion you contend for, unleſs the Body of 
the People were in a State of Non-age, 
as you afterwards inſinuate they are: For 
thus you conclude this Part of your De- p. ,,. 
fence, But if the moſt was made of the Word 
Approbation, our Author could mat draw the ho mat# 
Inference he does, than he could make Popes of 
all Parents, becauſe their Children ought to 
have their Approbation in Matters of Impor- 
tence. Which either proves nothing, or 
toomuch for the preſent Purpoſe : For if 
you mean that Children when they ar- 
rive to Years of Diſcretion, and by the 
Laws 


(16) 
Laws of Nature, as well as the munici- 
pal Laws of all Countries, are diſcharg'd 
from the Government of their Parents, 
(as they certainly are ſome time or 
other) yet ſtill that they are oblig'd to 
take their Approbation in all Caſes of 
Importance, I muſt beg leave to deny 
your Aſſertion, and without more Ce- 
remony to call upon you for the Proof 
of it. But if you mean, that while 
Children by reaſon of their tender Age 
and want of Experience, are uncapa- 
ble of governing themſelves, they are to 
be govern'd by the Diſcretion of their 
Parents, and ought to have their Appro- 
bation in Matters of Importance, I readi- 
ly own with you, that as the Inſtance is 
apply'd, *ris the moſt that can be made of 
the Word Approbation : Since if it proves 
any thing, 'tis, that the People being as 
unable to judge for themſelves in ſpiritual 
Matters, as Children are in all Caſes, are 
to be under the Direction and Govern- 
ment of their ſpiritual Guides, as much 
as Children are ſubject to their Parents. 
And if ſo, I may return you your own 


P. 16. Compliment, and leave your Readers to 


judge, 
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judge, who has moſt of the Spirit of Diotre- P. 16. 


phes, you that contend for, or I who 
diſpute a Pre-eminence, yourſelf dare not 
openly claim. 
Wren ſuch Powers as theſe are 
aſcrib'd to our Order, the Sectaries might 
reaſonably expect, you ſhould ſpend a 
Page or two in the Proof of our Succel- 
ſion; eſpecially, if as you inſinuate, in 
your Character and Preface, That the Con- 
ſtitution of our Church, and the Vali- 
dity of our Miniſtry, depend upon it: 
But this you have not done. 

You charge me indeed with a De- 


ſign to overturn the Conſtitution of our P. 18. 


Church by deſtroying the Succeſſion of her Mi- 
niſtry : For which Reaſon you will do 
well to conſider, whether you have not 
betray'd it by your Silence on this Head; 
at leaſt, if as you ſay, the honeſt Diſſenter 
is bound to conſult thoſe Teſtimonies of Anti- 
quity that are made uſe of to eſtabliſh the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Epiſcopal Order, and to examine 
the Hiſtory of their Succeſſion ; it would 
have been but kind in you to have point- 
ed out ſome of thoſe Teſtimonies to him, 


and to have clear'd up the Succeſſion, in 
C another 


rr 
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another manner, than by ſuppoſing the 
. 21, Church of Rome, notwithſtanding the 
groſs Idolatry ſhe is every Day guilty of, 
to be a true Chriſtian Church ; tho? in- 
deed, I confeſs, it is the new Way of 

juſtifying our Separation from her. 

Oux Adverſaries pretty well know 

whence our late Tenderneſs toward that 
Church proceeds; tho? I believe it muſt 
afford *em ſome Diverſion, to hear us at 
every Turn, giving her good Words out 
of a Fondneh for our own Biſhops, who, 
ſuppoſing the Truth of what we ſay of 
her, cannot on your Principles, have even 
that divine Commiſſion you are willing 
to ſecure by this Complaiſance : For if 
the Romiſh Church was at, and after the 
Reformation, a true Chriftian Church, 
her Biſhops were true Chriſtian Biſhops, 
and according to you, the proper Centers 
of Chriſtian Unity in their ſeveral Dioceſes ; 
and if fo, how ſhall we account for the 
Vacancies made at that Time, when all 
the Biſhops then living, except Landaff, 
were turn'd out by Act of Parliament, 
and new ones conſecrated to fill their 


Sees, by Virtue of a Royal Commiſſion, 
Aiſpenſug 
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diſpenſing with all Cauſes or Doubts of any 
Imperfeition or Diſability, that can or may 
be objetted to it? I find you did not think 
it decent to let the Account I gave of the 
firſt Conſecrations paſs without Notice; 
but whether you have clear'd up any of 
the Difficulties ariſing from the View of 
thoſe Tranſactions, or whether I have 
been guilty of the Craft and Prevarica- 
tion, you charge me with, is now 'to be 
conſider'd. 

Ar TER I had ſtated the Fact of 


Parker's Conſecration from Biſhop Bur- 


net's Hiſtory, in which you do not think 
fit to contradict me; and propos'd ſame 


Doubts relating to its Canonicalneſs, to 


which you give no manner of Anſwer, 
I conclude, that his Lordſhip ſeems to 
give up the Point, and rather excuſes it 
trom the Confuſion the Church was then 
in, than offers at a plain Vindication. In 


anſwer to this, you quote a Paſſage from p. x7. 


the Hiſtory, which I conſeſs is the ſame 
I had my Eye upon when IT wrote my 
Letter, and with a great deal of ſeeming 
Triumph, charge me with perverting the 

725 "pM | Senſe 
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Senſe of my Author, and ſuppreſſing his 
real Opinion. But ſurely if you had ob- 
ſerv*d the firſt and principal Anſwer his 
Lordſhip gives to the Objection, is drawn 
from the Conduct of the Church in Times 
of Conſuſion. Particularly, when the 
Arian Biſhops were turn'd out of ſome 
great Sces, and others ordain'd to ſuc- 
ceed *em witbout regard to the Canons, you 
would rather have remov'd the Objecti- 
ons I made to the Proceeding, then fix'd 
on this Paſſage to ſhew my Craft, But 
indeed I fear you find it eaſier to skir- 
miſh with flight or ſeeming Miſtakes, 
than to remove real Difficulties; for 
which Reaſon, you have pitch'd only 
on this Paſſage and an Inference I 

draw from a Statute I have quoted. 
TAE Queſtion that naturally occurs 
upon your Way of managing the Con- 
troverſy, is, Whether our Biſhops have 
C. 275 29, a divine Commiſſion in a Succeſſion from 
In the Apoſtles; ſince you make a divine Com- 
miſſion neceſſary to a Goſpel Miniſtry, and 
call upon the honeſt Diſſenter to examine 
he 3 their owes aa 0n ; nay, you in- 
ſinuate, 
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ſinuate, That e Conſtitution of the Church P. 18, 


is overturn d, if the Succeſſion be deſtroy'd . 
And fo far are you from acknowledging, 
that even an Act of Parliament can ſup- 
ply any Deſects in it, that you think, 
(whatever Truths the Laity may be al- 
low'd to ſpeak) the making our Biſhops 


Creatures of the Law, is 4 Deſign very un- p. 22. 


fit for the Pen of a Clergyman ! For which 
Reaſon, I cannot but be ſurpriz'd, that 
you have fo largely quoted the Statute of 
the 8th of O. Elizabeth, in Vindication of 
our Miniſtry ; ſince that Law, whatever 
it aſſerts of a legal Right of our Biſhops, 
does not, as far as I can find, fay one 
Word of their divine Commiſſion ; but 
reſolves the whole Queſtion of the Lega- 
lity of the firſt Conſecrations into the 
Queen's abſolute Supremacy, as founded 
on ſeveral Acts of Parlia ment. It firſt re- 
cites, That of late ſeveral Queſtions had 
ariſen on the Conſecrations, Whether the 
ſame were duly done according to Law, or not ; 
and to obviate any Objections that may 
be made on that Account, and to point 


out / ach Authorities as allow the ſaid Conſe- 
c rations 


% 


622) 


erations to be dans according to the Lams of 


this Realm, AND FUR THER TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE SECURITY | THEREOF , it 
proceeds to ſpeak of the abſolute Su- 
premacy (the ſame which the Pope for- 
merly exercis'd here) ror RErornATI 
ox, Ox DER and CoxRECTION in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Matters, veſted in Hen. VIII. 
by Statutes there recited and revived, 


and deriv'd to the Queen by good right 


of Succeſſion : And then, after menti- 
oning the Commiſſion for Conſecration 
granted by the Queen, by which ſpe, by 
Virtue of the ſaid Supremacy, had diſpens d 
with all Cauſes and Doubts of any Imperfecti- 
on or. Diſability, that can or may be objected 
to the ſame; it proceeds, That whoever 
will conſider the Effect and true Intent 
of the ſaid Laws and Statutes, and of the ſu- 
preme and abſolute Authority of the Queen's 
Highneſs, which ſhe by the ſaid LETTERS 
PATENTS HATH PUT IN FORCE, may 
be ſatisfy'd, that every material Thing 
was done in relation to the ſaid Conſecra- 
tions with as great Exactneſs, or rather 
more, than had been done before the 
Queen's 
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KEW, 


of Queen's Time. Then follows the EnaQ- 
F ing Part, That all Perſons who Have 
K been, or ſhall be made Archbiſhops, Bi- 
F ſhops, Gr. be in very Deetl, and alſo by 
4 anthority hereof, declar'd and enacted, and 
N ſhall be Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Cr. a 
Statute, Law, CANON or other Thing to the 
1 contrury nitwithſtatding. After which fol- 
lows the Proviſo relating to their tenders 
: of the Oath of Supremag, which I took 
| Notice of in my Letter to you, and may 
| be conlider'd again preſently. 


| | Tris is the Act of Parliament to 
FF which you refer for the Validity of our 
firſt Conſecrations : Upon the View of 

which I will not Diſpute with you, whe- 

ther our Reformers thought our Biſhops 

meer Creatures of the Law; tho? 1 

can't but ſay, that ſuppoſing they had 

any other Notions of the Matter, it is 

perſectly ſurprizing, that in a Statute 

made on purpoſe to Vindicate the Order 

from the Slanders of over- bold and un- 

learned People no Topick of deſenſe 

ſhould be inſiſted on, beſides, the Law 

of the Land, and the Queen's Abſolute 
Supremacy, 


(23) 
Supremacy, and that too ſaid to be ena- 
Red in an extraordinary and unuſual | 


manner. g 
. : So that while you continue to. inſiſt 
A on the divine Commiſſions and uninter- 
ig rupted Succeſſion of our Biſhops, *twill 
E not be material whether the Parliament ' 
1 have aſſerted the legality of their Con- ; 
. ſecrations or virtually declar'd the con- a 
14 trary; unleſs you think it worth your . 
"i while to convince me of a Miſtake,which : 
4 as you put the queſtion is of no manner t 
* of Conſequence to it. But your Buſineſs ö 
4 being to amuſe your Reader with the | 
1 ſhew of an Anſwer, it happen'd luckily - 
10 enough for you that I had aſſerted, that 
5 the Parliament in the Statute juſt men- 
[i tion'd, did virtually declare that they 5 
| did not look upon 'em as good Biſhops > 


before that Act paſſed. Upon this your 

P. 22. lIndignation riſes to ſee the Conſtitution of 
the Church attack*d by Methods which even 4 
Freethinker would bluſh to make uſe ; the 

Honour of the Clergy and Intereſts of the 

Church are undermin'd, the Adverſaries of 

Religion are furniſb'd with an Argument | 


againſt 


(25) | 
upamft it, the Diſſenting Cauſe i is ſupported 
4 an eld eæploded Objection borrow'd from 

the \Papiſts, with a great deal more to 
the Ame Purpoſe; the uſual Style of 
angry W titers. 

REALLY, Brother, I fear we have 
talk'd at this Rate too long; for, beſides 
thatlit is not decent to be always ſpeak- 
ing to our own Advantage, if the Inte- 
ireſt of Religion, and the Dignity of our 
Order, are thus upon all Occaſions join'd, 
Will not the World ſuſpect our Zeal is 
grounded on Views we ought by no 
means to diſcover? Will not thoſe who 
watch for our Halting, ſay, That by the 
Intereſts of the Church and of Religion, 
we mean our on? Be ſides, if you had 
thought fit to have added the Reaſon I 
gave 'for my Aſſertion, pr. your 
Reader's Tndignation might jhave riſen 
quite ſo high as yours it ſeems is apt to 
do; For why ſhould a Statute of this 
Tendeney, vacate any Acts done by 
Archbiſhops or Biſhops, eſpecially ſuch 
as tended to the ſecuring the Queen's Su- 
Premacy, if they were in the Opinion 

D of 
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of the Parliament to all Intents and Pur- 


poſes as good Archbiſhops and ' Biſhops 
before the AR paſs'd as they were after- 
wards? or why are they Enacted to be 
in very Deed, and by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, Archbiſhops and Biſhops, any Sta- 
rute, Law, or Canon to the contrary 
notwithſtanding, if no Statute, Law, 
or-Canon was thought before that Time 
to ſtand in their Way? However, as I 


faid before, you who contend for a di. 


vine Commiſſion, have no great Reaſon 
to boaſt, as you do, of a Parliamentary 
Declaration in their Favour. 

I Micr here put an End to this 
Trouble, if common Fuſtice did not re- 
quire that I ſhould ſay ſomething in re- 
lation to a Gentleman , with whom 
(believe me) you have taken greater 
Freedom, than either becomes a Gen- 
tleman or a Chriſtian, 

AFTER you have loaden your good Bro- 


ther with all the Reproach your Uneaſi- 


neſs could furniſh, when you had ſet him 


out to your Reader, as an Enemy to all 


Religion, a Freethinker, a little wretched 
L P ampheteer 9 


(27) 

Pamphleteer, of no fort of Eccleſiaſtical 
Learning, and very little moral Honeſty, 
when you diſcover your Suſpicion that a 

Club of frightful People (who yet in the F. 12 
ſame Breath are ſuppos'd not to under- 
ſtand what a Syllogy/m means)areengag*d 

with him againſt you; when your Ad- 
verſary is thus repreſented, your good 
Friend the Lyman, who for ought I know 
may be a deviliſh Fellow at ſomerhing 

elſe beſides ſetting Snares, very kindly P. 38. 
and opportunely, I confeſs, offers you his 
Aſſiſtance, and tells the World plainly 
enough of whom theſe Things are ſpo- 
ken: When I ſpeak of the Laymar's Let- 

ter, I would not have you flatter yeur- 
ſelf that you are not concern'd ; for ſince. 
your Friend has not honour'd your Per- 
formance with kis Name, which I think 


is uſual in Letters Recommendatory, you 


are upon all Accounts anſwerable for it; 

as much as if you had wich great Civi. 

lity told yourſelt, That 50% honoured me p. 255 
too much in taking Notice of me, and that 

with great Piety and Learning you had ſolid- 

9 confuted all the Cavils that could be made 
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Jou muſt give me leave thereſore to ap- 
ply myſelf to you on this Head, ſinee 
whoever is the Author, the World is in. 


debted to you for that exquilite Piece 


of Railery. 

Nou, why is a Gentleman, of — 
nour and Figure in his Country treated, 
at this Rate? but upon a_groundleſs, 
Suppoſition, That he has been ſo hardy; 
as without your Leave to animadvert. on 
your Miſtakes. As for that Imputation, 
if it were neceſſary to ſay, That a Gen- 
tleman who thinks ſo juſtly on all-Que+ 
{tions as he does, cannot be your Anta- 
goniſt, I can: freely and with great Sin- 
cerity diſcharge him; He is not the Au- 
thor of the Letter to you. 

Bur if he had, are the common Rules 
of Decency and Reſpect to People of 
Condition, immediately to be laid aſide ? 
Or not to mention a Circumſtance 
which he never 'thinks of with entire 
Satisfaction, but as it affords him great- 
er Opportunities of doing good; Are the 
many valuable Qualities of which you 
have confeſſed him to be Maſter, of no 

Weight 


5 


(29) 
Weight: with you? Will net an,exem-. 
olacy Conduct, in all the Parts.af: Pri 
vate Liſe, a Zeal ſor the Welfare of his 
Country, with | Abilities, equal, to its 
Service, will, not, theſe Qualities; ſecure 
him from your Reſentments, nat to ſay. 
your: Contemps.?, Indeed, Brother, if we 
go on at this Rate, to traduce good Men 
meerly on Account of their differing, in 
Opinion from us, the World: will indeed 
take it. for granted we are, willing; to. ſe, 
cure a numerous Party to ou rſelves,; tho? 
we muſt got, expect they ſhauld imagine 
we are much. concerned for the Intereſt 
of Religion, or the true Honour of aur 
Proſeſſion. L the rather ſay this, becauſe 
tho *cis eaſy to perceive you are ſuffici: 
ently angry with this Gentleman, to have 
diſcover'd any of his perſonal. Failings, yqu 
have not offer?d, at one Inſtance of that 
Nature, but chuſe rather to keep in ge- 
nerals, or as far as you can to render him 
contemptible; - tho? if you'll take my 
Word for it, you are not by any Means 
turn'd for the Ridicule: For when you 


are willing ſometimes to put on an Air 
of 


(30) 
of Pleaſantneſs (and indeed you have 
condeſcended to give ſome Proofs even 
of a Proficiency in Panning) you cannot 
for your Heart conceal an Uneafineſs 
which I'm ſure does not flow from your 
Contempt of him; In one Place we 
are given to underſtand, That an Eftate ; 
r. . and conſiderable Preferments have been be- 
P. 27 ftowd upon him, in another, that He is 4 
Member of Parliament, and to Compleat 
the Ridiculous Part of his Character, 
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ö 5 P. 26. we are told, He bears 4 conſiderable Share 
1 in the Debates of that Aſſembly, which you 
1 in the triumph of your Heart, call Speech- 
9 ing of it. 
6 TAS are your Topicks for Con- 
5 _ 


PM afraid, Brother, you miſtook the 
Head in your Common-place Book, for 
"ris verily thought that moſt Men are 
ambitious of being ſo expos'd. 

I Hav been longer on this Head 
than I deſign'd, however if any Thing 
I have ſaid ſhould but contribute to 
your Amendment, I ſhall think my 
Trouble well rewarded ; byt if you 
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Eo \ 
continue to indulge a peeviſh Diſpoſi- 
tion, and to lay about you at this Rate, 
I hope you will not forget the Cha- 
rater of a certain Perſon, of whom 
tis ſaid, He ſcatters Firebands, Arrows, 
and Death, and crjeth, Am I not in 
ſport ? 


I am yours, &c. 


1 


April, 6. 1717. 5 19 
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Letter to the Reverend Mir. Peers, 

Vicar of Faringdon, Berts: Occa- 
5 ſiion'd by his Character of an honeſt 
Diſſenter, in Twelve Marks, By a 
CIERNOY-MAN. 
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